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Background

Program was started back in 2011-

– By looking at hundreds of students who had enrolled in courses at the 
college with the stated goal of eventually enrolling in one of our nursing or 
one of allied health programs, it was discovered that many students 
“wandered” among the curricula and end up taking courses in an 
inefficient manner. 

– As a result, the Division of Health Professions designated a concentration 
of Health Studies in our General Studies major in 2011.

– This allowed advisors to work closely with the students to advise them 
appropriately based on their ultimate career and educational goals. 

– The students could also enroll in one certificate program so they can obtain 
employable skills while they are waiting to be admitted to their desired 
Associate degree health program, and for those students who need 
redirection through advising, the certificate program will be a more 
appropriate educational goal.

– In 2016 the GS:HS program was revised/update for Ihealth program



Mission Statement

– The mission of the General Studies: Health 
Specialization Program is to provide those students 
with an interest in health professions the opportunity 
to enter health profession’s certificate programs 
and/or earn an associate degree which allowed 
graduates to enter the workforce of their chosen 
health professions with the employable skills 
necessary to meet the needs of the region’s health 
professions with the employable skills.  This program 
provides career laddering in health professions and 
given students multiple opportunities to explore 
terminal certificate and associate degree programs, as 
well as preparing students to transfer to 
baccalaureate degree programs.



Program & Curriculum Design

This program is housed within the 
Division of Health Professions, 
where several programs with 
educational and clinical career 
ladders are developed and offered. 

The curriculum plans within the 
certificates/degrees were designed 
to align with each other and ladder 
within the associate’s degree, thus 
minimizing the number of credits a 
student would need to repeat in 
order to secure multiple 
credentials.

We currently have 21 health 
programs within our Division. 

The associate’s degree was designed 
for maximum transferability while 
allowing maximum employability from 
the perspective of providing 
employable clinical skills.



Students

 Diversity of students

 Numbers enrolled

 Graduation

 https://tableaupub.mass.edu/#/site/NECCDecisionSuppor

t/views/ProgramReviewData/ApplicationsGraduatesandTr

ansfers?:iid=1

https://tableaupub.mass.edu/#/site/NECCDecisionSupport/views/ProgramReviewData/ApplicationsGraduatesandTransfers?:iid=1


Strengths
Diversity of our Students

– The student cohort for the Associates degree in Generalized 
Studies: Health Specialization represents the ethnic diversity of 
the community we are located.

Curriculum
– Curriculum is sequentially offered to ensure student success.

– The curriculum plans within the certificates were designed to align 
with each other and ladder within the associate’s degree, thus 
minimizing the number of credits a student would need to repeat 
in order to secure multiple credentials



Weakness or areas for 
improvement 

FACULTY:

– There is no full-time faculty/program coordinator for this program.

ADVISORY BOARD:

– There is no advisory board for this program

ADVISING

– Because of the different avenues of how students matriculate into this 
degree program, it can be very difficult to follow these students and keep 
them on track.



Plan…

On Assessment day 2020 that we will be taking closer look 
at the results of this program review with other 
faculty/staff.

Will continue to work with College Registrar to see if there 
are additional ways to identify (code)students when they 
enter this program either thru Banner/Navigate making 
more efficient.

With the development of the Center for Health 
Professions, returning students to this program will have 
consistency and expertise of health professions advisors 
to assist them in meeting their overall educational goals


