
Outcomes Assessment of Oral 
Presentations in a Philosophy Course 





 Prepares students to 
develop key skills 
 Lead reflective lives 
 Critical thinking 
 Historical development of 
human thought 
 Cultural awareness 
 Analysis of philosophical 
texts 
 Application to 
contemporary issues 
 Transferable to 
baccalaureate level 



 Prior exposure to philosophy recommended 
 College level reading and writing 
 Final oral presentation in front of class 
 Contemporary example of existentialist thought 
 Art, movie, literature, tv, etc. 

 Show existentialist themes in the example 
 Analyze example in light of existentialist critique of 
western culture 



 15 minutes in length 
 Q&A moderated by presenter 
 Existentialist themes radiating through the 
chosen medium 
 Develop thesis 
 Use critical thinking to analyze the medium 
 

 



 Individual as conscious subjects rather than things. 









 









 Student who was painfully shy, and unwilling to 
present publicly. Disservice to student by acceding to 
reluctance to present before class? 
 Not all students linked their presentation to a 
particular philosopher.  The strongest presentations 
were those that used a specific thinker as a launch 
pad. 
 Could have provided a more detailed set of 
guidelines for the assignment to assist those in need 
of greater guidance 



 While the content of the presentations was 
generally satisfying, the public speaking aspect of the 
assignment was disappointing 
 Students often acted as if the chosen medium spoke 
for itself rather than linking it clearly with 
existentialist themes of a thinker 
 Students lacked the language to express the 
complex ideas being communicated. 



 Waiting for Godot (philosophy option student) 
 This presentation was a wonderful combination of several of the core 

skills. Student used a perfect video clip to show the absurdity of the 
human condition.  In particular, he showed how the drama captures the 
theme of loneliness and anxiety in the face of the absurd. 

 Religion in Ancient Greece 
 religion tries to offer meaning to human existence but oftentimes leads to 

further questioning, tensions, wars and a crisis of meaning.  Student 
showed how for the ancient Greeks life did not always make sense since 
the gods were often understood as flawed. 

 Amy Grant, “Love has a Hold on Me” (POS) 
 This is a song originally released by Amy Grant, but sung by the student as 

part of her presentation. She showed how some existential concerns 
bridge a geographic and historical gap, as she connected the song to 
Kierkegaard and his emphasis on the emotions in the life of an individual 
versus dead dogma which is ill-suited to answering life’s compelling 
questions. 



 Monty Python’s “Philosophy World Cup” (POS) 
 This is a classic comedy skit shown in class courtesy of youtube. 

Again, the student combined several essential skills to deliver a 
presentation that showed the difficulty in deriving meaning in 
many of the practices familiar to contemporary life.  As a result 
we often attempt to impose meaning on an absurd world. There 
are also occasions when meaningless practices are elevated to 
the status of idols. Critiquing such practices is rarely 
appreciated. 

 Pink Floyd, The Wall 
 Student handed out the lyrics to the piece “The Trial” and 

showed this iconic scene on YouTube. It highlights an 
overprotective mother building a metaphorical wall around the 
protagonist.  Nonetheless he is exposed before his peers.  
Themes of isolation and alienation are highlighted as the 
character experiences an internal trial as real as any prisoner’s.  
Non-conformity is repeatedly attacked as happens in Kafka’s The 
Trial. 

 



 Ray Bradbury, Fahrenheit 451 
 The student drew our attention to Ray Bradbury’s Fahrenheit 

451. In an age of book-banning people watch TV and aren’t 
allowed to think for themselves or be individuals. This 
presentation highlighted that when people are either oppressed 
or seduced, they fail to think critically and live self-directed lives. 

 Hollywood Undead, “Hear Me Now” 
 The irony of faith bringing doubt into the world is a motif for 

this presentation.  In the video the band members wear masks 
to occlude their identities. 

 
 



 Dexter 
 The student introduced one of the more compelling anti-heroes of 

contemporary entertainment in Dexter.  In his presentation Kevin 
stressed that Dexter did not truly know who he was.  He adopts a 
position of civic pride even as he makes independent decisions on who 
should live or die. 



 Type O-Negative, “I Don’t Wanna Be Me” (POS) 
 This bleak number captured the spirit of Sartre as it heralded the 

individual’s responsibility to be free in a world without rules.  In a 
world where suicide is a form of self-expression, it is legitimate to ask 
why am I here, when I did not ask to be made.  The song ironically 
concludes by calling upon the listener not to mourn, but to celebrate 
at a funeral. 

 Richard Bachman, The Long Walk 
 A certain aptness for this presentation is the fact that the novel is 

written under a pseudonym of Steven King. It is the story of 100 young 
men under 18 who enlist for the ultimate challenge of winner take all, 
a long walk toward death.  The last person to stop walking has all his 
dreams and wishes fulfilled, while the other 99 end up dead.  Through 
the main protagonist, Ray Garrety, the reader sees the futility of this 
walk, the dehumanizing nature of it and the manner in which we avoid 
the truth in the vain hope of a great reward. 

 



 Keeping contact with alumni of 
the philosophy option is not easy. 
 I sent a message through 
Facebook to several former 
students who had stayed in touch 
for the past few years. 
 Given the manner of selection, 
this was not a very scientific survey 



 1.What, if anything, could taking philosophy courses do to enhance 
your learning and/or future goals? (can taking philosophy courses 
enhance your skill sets and if so how?) 

 Alum A: As far as learning is concerned, philosophy courses provide a student with 
a foundation of critical inquiry and argumentation, two invaluable assets in any 
academic field. The need to articulately explain and defend one's position is the 
backbone of strong academic writing. The ability to critically analyze issues leads to 
excellent scholarship. Ideally the academy is a locus of intellectual and cultural 
production, not reproduction, and for this to happen scholars at all levels need to 
be able to critique, analysis, and have engage in fruitful discourse about the issues 
at hand.  

 Alum B: philosophy is the bed rock of my work. As a Unitarian Universalist we give 
ourselves permission to ask the big questions; like is there a god or why do the 
right thing. As a leader in my church I will need to be able to explore the "big" 
questions with honesty and understanding. Philosophy is the way to do that for 
any career that works with ethics and judgment ( law, business, human services) 

 Alum C: The associate's degree I received in philosophy was a major turning point 
in my life. Philosophy taught me to think more slowly and logically, to analyze every 
situation rather than acting on impulse, or believing the first answer someone gives 
you. It has been integral to the steps I am now taking in my life. Philosophy proves 
that there is more to life than what the media tells us, and can assist in making 
decisions based on logic and our own thinking. Philosophy also teaches us to leave 
ourselves, and jump into outside perspectives, which can help us in understanding 
the point of another person, which can gain us an advantage because it puts us a 
step ahead. 



 2. What do you think are some of the chief strengths of 
NECC's philosophy program? What do you think are some 
of the major weaknesses? 
 Alum A: I think the chief strength of NECC's philosophy program is the 

variety of courses available. The breadth of topics covered provides 
students with a good survey of potential topics of future study while 
also providing students with options that could supplement their 
current academic or professional endeavors.  

 Alum B: I got my foundation for those heady discussions at NECC. I 
learned how to listen actively and form a well thought out opinion. 
had a chance to see others perspectives but most of all I learned a lot 
about myself.  

 Alum C: The major strengths in NECC's philosophy program is that they 
are in depth, yet also allow time for lots of debate. Sometimes, the 
debate would be off track and distracting, but it is always brought 
back to point, and is enlightening to see such participation and hear so 
many different insights into a given topic. The classes were writing and 
reading based, so if the assigned reading was not completed, it would 
make it impossible for the writing to be done, which ensures a fair and 
accurate grade. The only weakness I can think of is that there weren't 
more classes that focused on particular philosophers (i.e. I would have 
loved a class completely dedicated to Marx or Hegel). 



 3. Are there any changes you would suggest in 
making the philosophy option program stronger? 
 Alum A: The only thing that comes to mind, and it seems like 

ages ago now, was just some of the input from peers. I could 
see the validity of having more pre-requisites (they may already 
exist?), but I also think limiting access would be a detriment to 
students and the program. 

 Alum B: For me the only weakness was the classes were to 
short! I would have loved another religion class too. you might 
offer a class on discernment not just ethics. I like the idea of 
going in depth more but I'm in a four year school now and it is in 
the higher level classes that I see that happening.  

 Alum C:  My only suggestion to strengthen the philosophy 
program would be to go further in depth into particular 
philosophers, and to maybe take trips to areas that are rich in 
philosophical history. It would have been superb to visit the 
Oracle at Delphi, or the Academy. I am greatly appreciative of 
my philosophical background, and now, as I pursue a degree in 
human resources and communications, I feel a step ahead, and 
my creativity has sky-rocketed. 
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