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Outcomes Assessed 
• Objective:  

▫ Basic accounting skills to insure that students have a 
solid foundation in accounting 
 Outcome assessed:  

 Present data in published formats, for example, income 
statements and balance sheets 

• Sample information 
▫ Sample size: 3 accounting 101 classes 
▫ Sample base: financial statements on the final exam 
▫ The program will be considered successful in achieving 

this learning outcome if 80% of the students are 
graded in either the “Correct” or “Satisfactory” 
category. 



57% 25% 

14% 

4% 

Income Statement (multi-step) 

Correct

Satisfactory

Needs
Improvement

Incorrect

82% fell into the "Correct" or "Satisfactory" category. 



55% 29% 

14% 

2% 

Statement of Owner's Equity 

Correct

Satisfactory

Needs
Improvement

Incorrect

84% fell into the "Correct" or 
"Satisfactory" category 



33% 

43% 

16% 
8% 

Balance Sheet (classified) 

Correct

Satisfactory

Needs
Improvement

Incorrect

76% fell into the "Correct" or 
"Satisfactory" category. 



76% 

6% 
12% 

6% 

Liquidity of Assets on the Balance Sheet 

Correct

Satisfactory

Needs
Improvement

Incorrect

82% fell into the "Correct" or 
"Satisfactory" category. 



Outcomes Assessed  
• Objectives: 

▫ Critical thinking skills 
 Outcomes assessed:  

 Research the existing information and data regarding 
the topic of inquiry. 

 Evaluate the evidence and data relevant to the topic of 
inquiry.  

 Apply logical, scientific, and/or quantitative reasoning 
to develop a thesis or hypothesis. 

 

▫ Computer fluency 
 Outcome assessed: 

 Use the Internet and the Web to evaluate its content 



Outcomes Assessed 
▫ Writing competencies 

 Outcomes assessed: 
 Respond to an assignment in writing which answers the 

questions and uses appropriate vocabulary. 

 Produce clear and well-organized writing 

 Uses standard American English in writing 

 Produce clear articulate writing to describe accounting 
theories. 

▫ Knowledge concerning the ethics of the accounting 
profession 
 Outcome assessed: 

 Exhibit the ability to identify ethical issues related to 
performances of accounting tasks and to evaluate available 
choices. 

 

 



Outcomes Assessed 

• Sample information: 

▫ Sample size: 2 accounting 102 classes 

▫ Sample base: written homework assignments 

▫ The program will be considered successful in 
achieving this learning outcome if 80% of the 
students either received a 4-Advanced or 3-
Proficient in each category.  



2% 2% 

58% 

38% 

Form an Assertion About a Given Issue 

No assertion has been stated
(Rating = 1-Unacceptable)

Assertion is vague (Rating = 2-
Minimally Acceptable)

A somewhat convincing assertion
is made about a given topic or
issue (Rating = 3-Proficient)

Compelling assertion is made
about a given topic or issue
(Rating = 4-Advanced)

96% fell into the "Proficient" or 
"Advanced" category. 



2% 

13% 

51% 

34% 

Support Assertion with Own Reasoning and 
Evaluation of Evidence 

Assertion lacks total support,
reflecting an elementary level
of thought (Rating = 1-
Unacceptable)

Topic is not supported well,
reflecting an immature level of
thought (Rating = 2-Minimally
Acceptable)

Topic is addressed clearly,
reflecting a fairly mature level
of thought (Rating = 3-
Proficient)

Topic is addressed clearly,
reflecting a mature level of
thought (Rating = 4-Advanced)

85% fell into the "Proficient" or "Advanced" 
category. 



2% 
7% 

60% 

31% 

Organize and Connect Major Ideas Logically 

The writing lacks a beginning, a
middle, and/or an ending (Rating
= 1-Unacceptable)

Organization is not clear or
effective (Rating = 2-Minimally
Acceptable)

Organization is clean, though
lacking full clarity and coherence
(Rating = 3-Proficient)

Organization is so clear that the
reader knows at all times what the
purpose is and how the writer
intends to accomplish it (Rating =
4-Advanced)

91% fell into the "Proficient" or 
"Advanced" category. 



4% 
7% 

71% 

18% 

Express Ideas in the Clearest Form of Standard 
English 

Grammar, punctuation, spelling,
and usage are severely deficient
(Rating = 1-Unacceptable)

Isolated errors in grammar,
punctuation, spelling and/or usage
reduced clarity and credibility
(Rating = 2-Minimally Acceptable)

Free of major errors in grammar,
punctuation, spelling, and usage
(Rating = 3-Proficient)

Free of errors in grammar,
punctuation, spelling, and usage.
Collegiate level vocabulary is used
throughout paper (Rating = 4-
Advanced)

89% fell into the "Proficient" or 
"Advanced" category. 



33% 

51% 

11% 
5% 

Use of Research and Documentation of Sources 

Needed research is absent or
material is used but not cited (Rating
= 1-Unacceptable)

Adequate research is included and
sources are cited, but there are errors
in formatting several of the citations
(Rating = 2-Minimally Acceptable)

Research is incorporated well and
sources are cited accurately with one
or two minor errors (Rating = 3-
Proficient)

Research is thorough and
incorporated well.  All sources are
cited accurately (Rating = 4-
Advanced)

16% fell into the "Proficient" or 
"Advanced" category. 



2% 
7% 

67% 

24% 

Ability to Identify Ethical Issues 

Did not identify issues or choices
(Rating = 1-Unacceptable)

Identified issues; unable to
evaluate choices (Rating = 2-
Minimally Acceptable)

Identified issues; insufficient
exploration of choices (Rating =
3-Proficient)

Identified issues and identified
all available choices (Rating = 4-
Advanced)

91% fell into the "Proficient" or 
"Advanced" category. 



Outcomes Assessed 

• Objectives: 

▫ Critical thinking skills 

 Outcome assessed: 

 Analyze transactions in terms of debits and credits 

▫ Computer fluency 

 Outcome assessed: 

 Use a computer to complete accounting tasks including 
maintaining a general ledger, preparing spreadsheets, 
preparing financial statements, and conducting 
research. 

 



Outcomes Assessed 

▫ Basic accounting skills to insure that students 
have a solid foundation in accounting  

 Outcome assessed: 

 Analyze and record journal entries 

▫ Overall skills needed for entry level employment 

 Outcome assessed: 

 Demonstrate skills for entry level employment, for 
example, staff accountant, full-charge bookkeeper, A/R 
& A/P, and banking. 



Outcomes Assessed 

• Sample information: 

▫ Sample size: 2 computerized accounting classes 

▫ Sample base: final project using QuickBooks 

▫ The program will be considered successful in 
achieving this learning outcome if 80% of the 
students are graded in either the “Correct” or 
“Satisfactory” category.  



28% 

62% 

10% 

0% 
Journal entries 

Correct

Satisfactory (small
errors)

Needs Improvement

Incorrect

90% fell into the "Correct" or 
"Satisfactory" category. 



52% 
35% 

10% 3% 

Accounts Receivable Cycle (invoices, receipt of payments, 
credits/refunds) 

Correct

Satisfactory (small errors)

Needs Improvement

Incorrect

87% fell into the "Correct" or 
"Satisfactory" category. 



31% 

55% 

10% 

4% 

Accounts Payable Cycle (bills, purchase orders, payments 
and discounts) 

Correct

Satisfactory (small
errors)

Needs Improvement

Incorrect

86% fell into the "Correct" or 
"Satisfactory" category. 



76% 

17% 
7% 

0% 
Payroll 

Correct

Satisfactory (small errors)

Needs Improvement

Incorrect

93% fell into the "Correct" or 
"Satisfactory" category. 



48% 

38% 

10% 

4% 
Reports 

Correct

Satisfactory (small errors)

Needs Improvement

Incorrect

86% fell into the "Correct" or 
"Satisfactory" category. 



83% 

10% 
7% 

0% 
Setup 

Correct

Satisfactory (small errors)

Needs Improvement

Incorrect

93% fell into the "Correct" or 
"Satisfactory" category. 



28% 

59% 

10% 

3% 

Overall Preparedness 

Well Prepared

Prepared

Needs Improvement

Not Prepared

87% fell into the "Well Prepared" or 
"Prepared" category. 



Summary of Results 

• 16% of students were “Proficient” or “Advanced” 
in the area of research and written response 
▫ Major weakness is that English Composition is not 

required to be taken before accounting so many 
students have not had to write formal papers and 
use documentation before taking this course 

▫ Until English Composition is required, the 
program needs to include more of these types of 
written assignments so that the students have 
more experience with research and 
documentation.  


