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PROGRAM MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of  the LA: Political Science option at NECC is to 

prepare students for future academic and 
vocational careers by facilitating the development of  
the skills and knowledge needed in modern society.  This 
includes a global awareness of  the interconnectedness of  
different cultures as well as an understanding of  governmental 
structures and processes locally, nationally, and 
internationally.  In particular, training in critical thinking is 
designed to foster the habits of  mind needed for reflective, 
informed citizens to participate in political life and have an 
impact on the future course of  events.
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Pursuant to the goals of the Mission Statement, we try 
to engage students as active learners.

“Man is born 
free, but 

everywhere he 
is in chains.”



We have clubs that connect what students 
learn in class to the real world:



We bring in outside speakers:



And we have dedicated faculty who are experts in their fields:



On the other hand, we don’t know everything about everything.





Enrollment in the program has been low …  BUT 
BUT it has been increasing.
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Global Warming





Ways to increase enrollment: 
service learning



Bread and Roses Centennial Symposium





“A way of seeing is also a way of not seeing”







That’s all, folks!

P.S.  After Rousseau’s famous statement in the Social Contract, he said, 
“How did this state of affairs some about?  I don’t know.  What can make it 
legitimate?  That question I think I can answer.”  (So it’s not a question of 
doing away with the chains -- as with Marx -- but with finding an ideal form 
of government that can make the chains as light as possible.  But there will 
always be chains.)  I believe that this kind of engagement with the text can 
stimulate engagement with students around the meaning of the passage.
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